Chairman’s Report - Parish Meeting 4th May 2012
Council Members: May 2011 – April 2012

Cllr Rob Bailey (Chairman)

Cllr Brian Arnold (Vice Chairman)

Cllr Charles Bithell

Cllr Mrs May Blake

Cllr Mrs Denise Butts

Cllr Mrs Jane Houlgrave

Cllr Mrs Rachel Middleton

Cllr Michael Stapleton

Cllr Mrs Susan Raju

Cllr Mrs Ros Wess

During the year the Council has considered 41 planning applications.

The Parish Council awarded a total of £900 in the following charitable grants:
Parbold Village Festival Committee

£200

Carols around the Christmas tree

£150

Royal British Legion - Poppy Appeal

£100

West Lancashire Crossroads, Caring for Carers

£50

ARROW Whitemoss appeal

£200

Mencap

£75

Parbold Scouts Hut on the Hill

£125

The council is a member of the following organisations:
Campaign to Protect Rural England
Lancashire Playing Fields Association
Lancashire Association of Local Councils
The council considered a number of consultation documents from Lancashire County Council, West
Lancashire Borough Council and the National Association of Local Councils over the year. In
particular, the council responded to the consultations on the WLBC Local Plan – Preferred Options
paper, re-iterating the Parish Council’s objection to developing green belt land and supporting
Burscough Parish Council’s objection to more development in their village. Also, LCC’s Minerals &
Waste Development Framework – Site Allocations paper, where the Council objected to any
extension of the Hazardous Waste Tip at Whitemoss, Skelmersdale.
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In July a £500 donation was given to Parbold Community Association to kick-start their fund raising
to renovate the kitchen in the village hall. They have since been successful in obtaining matchfunding from other groups and are planning to undertake the work shortly. Throughout the year, the
Parish Council has held liaison meetings with the PCA to discuss village hall matters and built up a
good working relationship.

During the summer, Parbold Scouts assisted the council by clearing the alleyway at the back of the
shops.
Borough Council funding of over £20,000 assisted in completing an entire new drainage system at
the football pitch at Alder Lane (total cost £26,637.25). The pitch is now dry and suitable for play. A
football foundation grant provided new goalposts, but unfortunately, the crossbars were stolen by
metal thieves, so there has been a delay in installing the goalposts. At present, there is informal
use of this field by the Parbold Cubs and occasional overspill use by Shevington Sharks, so this
pitch is available for formal groups on application. The Parish Council reiterated their commitment
to the residents of the village, that the fields will always have some open access for informal play.
Charges for the fields will only apply to groups who want exclusive use for a particular period of time
on a particular day. In 2013 Parbold Village Festival will return to the fields, where there is the
space for a village-led summer event.
In October the Council were informed by police that a local resident, had received a £260 fine, with
£85 court costs and a £15 victim surcharge for driving without due care and attention and failing to
report an accident. This followed the £20,000 worth of damage caused by vehicle impact with the
front of the Village Hall in February 2011. As he denied this initially, the police were unable to
pursue it until a witness came forward, following the offer of a £100 reward.
The Wildlife Trust’s Forever Meadows Project has been working hard at Chapel Meadow to help
maintain and enhance the biological heritage site. With just £500 of parish money, they installed
two new, disabled-access gates at Chapel Lane helping to protect the Meadow from 4by4’s and
quad bikes. They worked alongside Parbold Wildlife Group and Parbold Tree Wardens clearing the
scrub and bramble and planting trees to close the gap between the gates. There continue to be
some issues with motorbikes gaining access and recently some vandalism to the new gates but the
matter is being watched closely. The Parish Council is grateful to volunteers and local residents for
their vigilance and reporting of issues at the more remote locations.
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An Interpretation Board was installed at Chapel Meadow, detailing the features of interest for
visitors to the Meadow. The beautiful painting of the meadow was designed by local artist David
Secrett. Jon Hickling, County Ecologist also gave his time and expertise for free to add the wording
for the board and it was digitised at cost price by Ian Carter of Lathom. A £500 Village in
Partnership grant secured a short-fall in the £1,000 parish council funding allowing the project to be
completed within budget.

In November, Parish Councillors marked Remembrance Sunday by attending the local Church
services and presenting Royal British Legion poppy wreathes in respect to those who lost their lives
during military conflict. A donation to the Poppy Appeal was made.

The Council welcomed the Localism Act which gives a variety of new powers to Parish Councils to
buy assets, the power to challenge and brings significant changes to planning, with the rules of predetermination abolished, a presumption of a right to develop created, as well as the power to do our
own local plan with statutory powers, where we can list which areas of the village can be built on
and what we want built there. Once a plan is accepted, developers can’t go outside that.
Changes at LCC meant that money would no longer be paid to Parish Councils to cut the grass
verges in their parishes so the decision was taken to return responsibility for roadside grass verge
cutting to Lancashire County Council. The Parish Council then undertook a new contractor to cut
the grass at Alder Lane Playing Fields, Burnside Play Area and the Village Hall.
The Parish Council noted a debate in the local newspapers regarding the Speed Camera on
Parbold Hill. The Parish Council made representation to LCC about their concern over the
particular position of the speed camera and suggested that the camera be moved down the hill a
little further towards Lancaster Lane junction.
Flooding issues concerned the council again, particularly along Tan House Lane, where ice was a
particular problem. In collaboration with LCC Highways, WLBC and the home-owners, the problem
was finally solved in the short-term. Long-term however, this road is subject to flooding and care
should be taken to keep gullies and culverts clear and avoid installation of hard-standings. For this
reason, the Parish Council objected to development at 15 Tan House Lane. However, a soak-away
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system will be installed before development commences here, hopefully alleviating any flooding
issue.

Nearby, Brandreth Drive continues to have flooding problems too, particularly in gardens that back
onto Tan House Lane. Also, the road and pavements are potholed and the Parish Council lobbied
LCC to move this up their priority list and re–tarmac.

In February this year, problem geese on Parbold canal were moved with the help of village
volunteers and LCC and WLBC Officers. Care was taken to ensure the birds were treated well and
relocated on a Dalton farm, away from close contact with members of the public.
Cuts to policing resulted in changes to local policing, with Parbold now having to share police staff
over a wider area. The decision was taken to sell the Police House in Tan House Lane in the near
future. Whilst this is a loss of a local police facility under the current funding restrictions if seems to
be a sensible approach. I n February Sgt Gee from Ormskirk Police Station attended the Parish
Council meeting accompanied by PCSO Benson to explain that he is based at Ormskirk Police
Station, and in charge of community policing over a wide area, including the area covered by PC
Steve Hackney and PCSO Dave Benson, who are based at Skelmersdale. He informed the Council
that Sgt Mark Smithson will take over from PC Hackney on 1st April, however this did not happen.
He confirmed that a liveried police vehicle will be available to the Community Beat Manager, though
this cannot assist PCSO Benson, as present policy prohibits PCSO’s driving liveried vehicles. This
policy, however, is under review.
March saw the installation of a new 20 mph limit in the village and the police confirmed that these
roads will be patrolled, but verbal warnings will be given to start with whilst people get used to
driving slower along these roads. Illegal parking opposite the double white lines on Lancaster Lane
during weddings and funerals was also raised as an issue with the police.
Looking forward, further enhancements to Alder Lane/Bramble Way are planned with a project for
hedge planting to coincide with the Woodland Trust Jubilee Trees Scheme. Funding is being
sought to restore the car park, as there has never been a proper base put down here, so potholes
are inevitable. Consideration for temporary or permanent changing room facilities continues.
Our Lady & All Saints Roman Catholic Primary School
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Class 2 Teacher Claire Cook attended the Parish Meeting, on behalf of Head Teacher Claire Griffin
and delivered a verbal report.
Class 2 covers Year 1 and 2 children and Miss Cook gave a summary of what has been happening
over the last twelve months. Probably the most significant development giving long term benefit is
the extension to the school. Following major building work there is a brand new Y1&2 classroom, a
new outdoor classroom and an extended reception classroom. The old classroom now houses an
ICT suite ensuring that a set of computers is always available rather than the previous practice of
moving laptops around. This provides a spare classroom and space for the Little Saints Nursery,
which has really got going since September with a recent good Ofsted report. We are very proud of
our nursery as those children progress into the school. The Nursery Head Teacher and Deputy are
qualified teachers. The PTA have purchase a new climbing frame and the children from the nursery
attend whole school assemblies to give them a gentle introduction into school life.
As always we’ve had lots of visits over the year, recently Years 5 & 6 took a residential trip to
Dobroyd Castle, Todmorden to take part in outdoor activities. There have been visits to Martin
Mere, Chester, Fleetwood Museum, World Museum, Liverpool Walker Art Gallery, Burscough Wharf
to learn about canal heritage, visits to the library and a whole school outing to a production of
George’s Marvellous Medicine. These trips help to give experience beyond school life. There have
also been visitors to school to talk about their experience. Most notably, Miss Poulton, Head
Teacher for twenty-five years, came to tell the children what the school used to be like. Adrian
Bowden brought a science show and a ‘play-in-a-day’ Olympics, History Mystery gave the children
the chance to learn about Olympic values and about Victorian home items. Expert coaches in
cricket, football, judo, fencing and tennis attend the school regularly and a bikability safe cycling
scheme is being run for older children. Wigan Athletic premier league football club are providing
training for the children.
There have been a number of shows and productions in school including a whole school
performance of the Robin Hood story, ‘Hoodwinked’ and ‘Jesse Tree’, Christmas and Easter
reflections were also performed. Most recently, there was a musical production of ‘Titanic’ with
Lancashire Sinfonietta and Douglas Music.
In school we continue to have lots of different events, particularly fundraising in Lent for Nugent
Care, the Good Shepherd collection supports vulnerable, needy people in the Liverpool
archdiocese. Wednesday Markets are run by the children and a spelling bee, dance fever and a
talent show, where the children pay to watch and we have all kinds of talent displayed. The PTFA
provide eggs for an Easter egg hunt, there is an Easter bonnet competition, another success this
year. Most recently, parents and different helpers worked with the children and made twenty five
dresses and shorts out of pillow cases and fabric, in response to an appeal for children who do not
have their own dress in Africa and India. All the dresses have a pocket in them that the children
can put a note in. This exposes children to the wider world and introduces a way that the children
can contribute to it.
There are now two maths specialist teachers, educated to Masters level, sharing good practice in
maths teaching.
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There is a small but dedicated PTFA organising a range of social events, including a dinner dance,
in conjunction with Our Lady & All Saints Church, a barn dance at the village hall where members of
the community beyond school attended. A football tournament brings people into the village from
out the area. A Ladies Evening was organised with Newburgh School & Dalton, St Michael’s
pooling resources and sharing the profits. The PTFA fundraise to provide extras for the children, a
climbing frame, fort play areas, trips and a big project to replace the bark chipping that get muddy in
the winter, with an all weather surface for access all year around.
Please look at our website for any more information about the school.

Parbold Douglas CE Academy.
Report to Annual Parish Meeting
4 May 2012.
The “Big Event” of the last year was the granting of Academy status to our church primary school, in
August, on the basis of our submission as an Ofsted graded Outstanding school.
This approval while coming from the Department of Education had to be with the consent of
Blackburn Diocese, and under our constitution the Diocese nominates the Trustees, so ensuring the
Christian nature of the school.
Direct church links with school remain strong with the vicar and other church members taking a
weekly assembly in rotation. Our termly church service-in-school continues as well as school
services taking place in the church building.
Academically we continue to show outstanding success in the published Key Stage 2 results which
are significantly above both national average and that for benchmark schools. One of the
freedoms we have as an Academy is to vary the curriculum and various aspects of this are being
looked at, in the light of what is best for our children, as opposed to the one size fits all of national
policy.
Extra curricular activities are important and our football and netball teams are enthusiastically
supported and have had considerable success in area competitions. The annual Year 6 school trip
to an outdoor centre in North Wales has proved very popular.
We have had a major refurbishment of the school assembly hall including a new sounds system
which has greatly enhanced its usefulness. The outdoor play area has also been greatly enhanced
with art work designed and carried out by the children, funded by a grant from the Friends of
Parbold Douglas group.
We are also pleased to host Noah’s Ark the weekly mums/carers and toddlers group.
The bottom line of all we do is to give all our pupils the opportunity and encouragement to achieve
their potential based on a solid Christian foundation, as they prepare to progress to secondary
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education. Our thanks to the many people who support us in any way in our efforts to achieve this
aim.
Brian McGucken
Chair of Governors.

DOUGLASmusicPARBOLDLancs Reg. Charity No:506675
Chairman’s Annual Report - 38th Season, 2011-2012

Douglas Music, a registered charity, is about to complete its successful 38th season of fulfilling its
sole and exclusive constitutional aim of promoting “the Arts and Sciences, and particularly good
music, by the presentation of concerts, lectures....for the educational and cultural benefit of the
members of the Society and the general public”. It is also about to compete its fourth season in the
transformed village hall.
On both counts, it can be demonstrated that Douglas Music has stuck to its mission and is now
firmly settled in its new home. Moreover, the range of international artists confirms the music world’s
recognition of Douglas Music’s charitable contribution to the promotion of musical excellence, arts,
culture, community and education in a venue that provides unrivalled acoustics and audienceexperience in this part of the country.
This past season’s roll call of artists has many who also appear at the great metropolitan auditoria:
John Lill, Natalie Clein, Sunwook Kim, Alan Barnes, BBC Phil Musicians and BBC New Generation
Artists, the national prize-winning Pemberton Old Wigan DW Brass Band. They come to Douglas
Music to help the cause of reaching new audiences and those who find it difficult to access to live
music. Their coming for modest fees is their charitable contribution and is sufficient proof of their
backing of Douglas Music’s own purpose. Nor are new artists left out. Douglas Music was delighted
to present the debut of two North West young pianists in a concert that also supported the West
Lancashire Mayoress’s charity and a young violist from the Countess of Munster’s Musical Trust
Charity.
The end of this season marks another natural rotation in the cycle of continuity, because Valerie
Kinnish, the Chairman for six years and member for 14 years is retiring through ill health. Valerie,
has been first a positive force for progress within Douglas Music, and latterly, an institution on which
to build its success, as the lady on the end of the box-office phone. Two members of the committee
who have served 7 & 6 year are also retiring; Chris Burdett served as Treasurer through the transfer
to the Village Hall and Chris Lawn was instrumental in administering the transforming building works.
Douglas Music wishes to thank them most sincerely for all their service to the community.
Douglas Music now looks forward to a successful 39th season with a varied programme of the
highest quality in its mission to present professional music to this community and the general public.
pp. Valerie Kinnish, Chairman
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Michael Bonsall on behalf of the committee

REPORT FOR THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING ON
4th May 2012
Since the last Report our Group has increased to ten active members who meet weekly on a
Tuesday morning for two hours.
They have continued to maintain the gardens at the Village Hall, including the planters outside the
main door, and this year members put some paving stones at the entrance to the car park to make it
easier for people getting out of their cars.
The Group also maintains the Jubilee Garden and the small garden on Lancaster Lane, as well as
the planters outside the shops and the raised round bed outside ‘Yours is the Earth’ cafe.
They have continued to monitor the woodland at Bramble Way and do some woodland
management over the winter. Ian Wright, from the Forever Meadows project, helped with scrub and
woodland clearance, and willow coppicing on Chapel Meadow. Forever Meadows is a project
started by Lancashire Wildlife Trust to save the last remaining herb rich meadows in Lancashire,
and with the agreement of the Parish Council they are helping with funding and volunteers to
improve the condition of Chapel Meadow. They have also provided funding for gates to be put up
at the Chapel Lane entrance to the meadow.
The Group has also maintained the shrub beds at Bramble Way, and the hawthorn hedges at the
Village Hall and on the canal bridge. They continue to litterpick around the village and at Bramble
Way and report problems to the Parish Council
Members of the Group have carried out approximately 800 hours of voluntary work on Parish
Council sites during the last year, and have received funding from the Green Partnership Awards to
purchase new tools and gloves.
Margaret Abel
Secretary

Parish Annual Meeting 2012
Parbold Women’s Institute
The Women’s Institute was formed in Parbold in 1929 and after much hard work fund raising, the
present hall was built in 1936. It has been a hub of village life ever since, as it is used not only by
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the WI itself, but very many other organisations. Until the 1960’s it was the only community centre
in the village.
The WI has a current average membership of around 50 and enjoys monthly meetings with
speakers and demonstrations, outings, a book club, a knitting group and social get togetherss. It
runs a fortnightly lunch club for the elderly and a very popular whist and domino evening. For the
youngest, it provides a monthly junior disco which in 2013 will celebrate 25 continuous years. The
annual pantomime is always a sell out and is an established part of the village life. In 2012 we also
hosted a party for visiting Belarussian children and will be taking part and helping at the Village
Festival. We strive to keep our hall clean and welcoming and believe it is an asset to Parbold.
Anne Pryer, President

Age UK Thursday Club
The Thursday Club runs every two weeks in the WI Hall in Parbold. There are about a dozen
regulars at the moment but ‘visitors’ drop in and out from time to time. Since the merger of Age
Concern and Help the Aged into ‘Age UK’ all lunch clubs in the area have been under review. One
outcome of this is that we have not gone over to hot meals just this last week and the first meal was
enjoyed by all.
The club is run for the elderly and as well as a meal and social chat, there are sometimes speakers
on health and security issues etc and various activities.
We are hoping that the introduction of hot food will increase our membership.
Anne Pryer, Volunteer Helper, Thursday Club.
Parbold Village Festival
The aims of the Festival remain as always to provide the village with a day of fun, activities and
competition for all ages. We are currently based at Parbold Douglas School premises and look
forward to a successful event there this July. We are a small hard working group but will always
welcome new people and new ideas. We are also much indebted to the many people who help us
on the actual day – we couldn’t do it without you!
The theme for 2012 is obviously the “Games” and we will be having our own family Olympics
complete with medals on the podium and all the usual attractions, i.e. Barn Owl Bill, fair rides,
bouncy castles etc. The famous Barn Dance makes a return on Friday evening in the marquee.
This is the only event which brings together all the village and we hope to get a huge turnout.
Anne Pryer, Festival Chairman
PARBOLD & DISTRICT RAMBLERS
Report to Parbold Parish Council 2011-2012
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Membership of the group remains fairly static at 38 despite advertising for more members.
We are now making use of listing our activities in the Parbold Newsletter and have our own column
in the Walks section on the Parbold Website, where we publish details of the next and future walks,
meeting dates and also a write up of the most recently completed walk.

We are still walking on the 1st Sunday of each month and regularly get around 18- 26 members
attending and hold our monthly meetings in the Red Lion in Newburgh.
In September, 18 of us went to Ambleside for the weekend staying at Rydal Hall and went on 2
walks in the area. Other social activities have included meals out at Christmas and in the summer.
We are always happy to welcome new and prospective members (who can come for a day
membership fee to see if they like it).
Liz Foulds
Secretary
20th April 2012
DOUGLAS VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Report to Parbold Parish Council 2011 - 2012
The Membership of the society is currently 78, which has remained fairly constant from year to year.
Our Annual Membership fee was increased this season to £10.00 and visitors fees remained at £ 2
per meeting. Our visitor numbers have increased this year, possibly because we have been more
active in advertising our meetings through the Parbold Newsletter and the Parbold Website.
We have had a varied programme of speakers, which have attracted good attendances. Our
opening speaker in September was David Stuckey an ex reporter with the Liverpool Daily Post, who
gave us an insight into his time working on the paper.
October followed with a change of direction and instead of a lecture we had a presentation in words,
music and verse about the Lancashire dialect given by Mark Dowding and Syd Calderbank entitled
‘A Lancashire garland’
November the subject was Georgian Country Houses by Roger Mitchell.
After Christmas we continued with a very amusing and informative talk by Fiona King about the
history of the British Legal System entitled ‘The funny side of the Law’
February saw Chris Rowe talking about Migrations in Europe following the 2nd World War.
The relatively newly formed Burscough Village & Canal Heritage Group came in March with lots of
information about the History of Burscough, its links with the Canals and lots more.
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Our final talk was by David Ben Rees who has visited many times before. This time he spoke about
Bessie Braddock, the MP for Exchange, Liverpool.
Our Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday May 15th when we will be once again
recycling our committee. The current committee seem to have been around for many years and are
ready for a rest, but as with most societies, finding people who are willing to take over the reins is
proving to be more difficult each year.
Liz Foulds

Secretary

22nd April 2012
Parbold Parish Council Annual Parish Meeting – 4th May 2012
4th Parbold & Dalton Brownies
We currently have 24 Brownies, increasing to 28 later this year; five warranted Guiders, one
Leader-in-Training, one Young Leader and a Duke of Edinburgh Volunteer. This last year has been
very busy. The Brownies took on the North West Region’s Ruby Challenge (celebrating 40 years as
a Region of which we are a part). This involved outings to Windmill Farm, Mere Sands Wood and
Fairy Glen, going on a red Treasure Hunt, planting red tulips and cyclamens at Christ Church,
making and eating all types of red food and sending postcards to a Brownies Unit 40 miles away,
plus lots more activities and challenges. The Brownies earned a very large badge at the end of it!
As a Unit we have also worked on a number of other badges including First Aid, Brownie Traditions,
Artist and Crime Prevention. We went on Pack Holiday last May to The Adventure House at
Waddow and will be going again in a couple of weeks. We have continued to raise money for our
new Hut-on-the-Hill and we are so pleased with our lovely new home. We joined in the
Remembrance Day and Mothering Sunday Church Parades and also a Division Thinking Day
Celebration at St John’s Burscough. We were invited to go to Brandreth Lodge to sing carols to the
residents – this was so enjoyed that we have been invited back again this year. We went to the
Parbold Pantomime (always good fun!) and on an outing to Splashzone at the end of the Spring
Term. (This is only a snapshot – we did loads more throughout the year!).
Parbold Community Association
The PCA values its place in the community and endeavours to support as many people and groups
as possible within the Village Hall.
Exemplified by the Monthly newsletter, delivered to every home in the Village, thanks to a dedicated
group of volunteers
Our monthly Flea Market, which the PCA runs itself on 3 occasions each year, which gives a
number of Village charities and groups the chance to run one and so raise money for themselves.
We have had a better year this year with an increase in regular users which include:- Badminton,
Ladies Badminton, Douglas Music, Embroiders Guild, Flower Club, Karate’, Weight Watchers,
Slimmers’ World, Baby Clinic, Blood clinic, Pilate’, Fitness Group, Zumba, Kinder Class Plus
Children’s Parties. Despite the improvements to the interior no wedding parties are booked at the
moment.
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The Picture House, which is part of the PCA has a film every two weeks on Sunday evenings is very
popular and now has an average attendance of 80.
Talking Pictures meets every Wednesday afternoon from September to April with a membership of
over 50, will restart in September.
The regular liaison meetings with the Parish Council are much valued by the PCA and the Council
should be thanked for its help during this year.
A New Development is the introduction of Live Transmissions from Theatre, Ballet and Opera (to be
called Front Row). This is as a result of a Grant obtained from the Art Council. The equipment is in
place and we are hoping to begin in September. However we are looking for new volunteers to help
with this venture.
Another grant was obtained from Awards for All to update the kitchen, which includes replacing the
floor tiles. Also to provide an LED Information Display Screen. Essential grants from the Parish
and County Council helped with this application because they were used as matched funding.
Finally I think the village should thank the large number of volunteers who help run the Village Hall
week by week without whom a paid manager would be needed.
M G Hammond May 2012

PARBOLD WILDLIFE GROUP
Chairman:

Rachel Middleton

Treasurer:

Gabrielle Hardman

Secretary:

Margaret Abel

Tel: 01257 462909

Email: abelchris@talktalk.net

Report for the Parish Council’s Annual Meeting April 2012
General
Once again, the Parbold Wildlife Group is able to reflect on a successful and productive 12 months. The
group continues to be focussed on the wildlife in and around Parbold and the protection and conservation
of the Chapel Lane Meadow BHS.
The Group meets bi-monthly and is continuing to develop and progress within the local community.
Activities
Chapel Lane Meadow
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•
•
•

•

This year, a new interpretation board was installed on the meadow. It is a work of art, designed by two
PWG members.
Members of the PWG undertook various conservation tasks on the meadow, including willow
coppicing.
Funding was provided by the Green Partnership Award to repair and restore the boundary of the
meadow on Chapel Lane. Volunteers from the PWG undertook the work of clearing brambles, litter
and so on, in order to erect a fence and plant new hedging. One of the aims of this project is to provide
a more substantial barrier to unauthorized vehicles which still enter the site from time to time, causing
damage. Unfortunately vandalism and unauthorised camping is an ongoing problem on the meadow
and PWG members continue to regularly assist the Parish Council by alerting the Clerk to incidents of
vandalism and nuisance camping and then help to clean up any mess left behind.
Ian Wright from the Forever Meadows project has been extremely helpful in recent months. He has
assisted the PWG and Parbold Tree Wardens with conservation tasks on the meadow and has kindly
provided additional help and advice about the ongoing management of the meadow.

Recreation, Conservation, Education
Once again the group was busy with stalls at Newburgh Fair and the Green Fayre at Beacon Country Park.
The stalls were manned by group members whose objectives were to provide information on all aspects of
wildlife as well as generating interest in the walks and paths on and around Chapel Lane Biological
Heritage Site.
The group was asked to lead an educational visit to Chapel Lane meadow for local school children. It was
a good opportunity to talk to the children about looking after the countryside, and they learnt about some
of the flora on the site, as well as the impact of littering and dog fouling for both humans and wildlife
alike.
The group worked with the Parish Council to remove some geese from the canal. The geese, though
initially welcomed, became aggressive towards people and were found to be wandering into the road; thus
creating a potential danger to themselves and the local community. A member of the PWG was able to
find a local farmer who was prepared to accommodate them, and they were subsequently moved in a
successful joint effort which involved the West Lancashire Rangers, the Parish Council and the PWG.
The group regularly undertakes walks of the local area and invites speakers from local organisations to
attend meetings. A walk around Lathom Park was of particular interest as were the talks given by the
Wildlife Trust about red squirrels in West Lancashire and from Rowland Jones, WLBC Arboriculturalist.
Members continue to gather and report sightings of local wildlife and these are recorded and passed on to
the LCC Countryside Officer who can then extract any unusual ones and pass them to the County
Recorder. Anyone wanting to report interesting sightings in the area should pass the information to our
Secretary Mrs. Margaret Abel 01257 462909 abelchris@talktalk.net.

Future
We recognise that it is inevitable that much of our activity is associated with the Biological Heritage Status
site at Chapel Lane where we support the PPC who are responsible for maintaining the Status of the site.
This work is important both as a direct contribution to the management of a wonderful community asset
and as support for the PPC who are able to use our volunteer hours and management activity as the basis
for some of the funding they get for this site.
We will once again be attending the Newburgh Fair and the Green Fayre this year where we will provide a
forum for people to ask questions, discuss wildlife matters and issues and to promote Parbold as a place
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where there is plenty of flora and fauna can be seen and to encourage people to visit and try one of the
many walks that can be enjoyed in and around the village.
Anyone who knows of an area or site that might be of interest to the Group or which needs some support
or TLC should get in touch with our Secretary – Mrs Margaret Abel 01257 462909. We may not be able to
help but we probably know someone who can. Dominic Rigby, Countryside Officer with LCC is an
adviser to the Group and Jon Hickling of Natural England (a Parbold resident) is an Adviser and member.
Rachel Middleton
Chairman

Report for 2011-12
PYC Youth Services (Parbold Youth Club)& Third Way Community Interest Company

Dual website: www.pycyouthservices.org and www.3rd-way.com

Introduction
The last report showed the opening of the original Pear Tree Community Café on 1st April 2010 and
its initial trading to raise money for youth work.
Sadly, as the community café had been built on a “shoe string” and the staff were stretched
beyond that which was reasonable, the business struggled in its first 12 months, requiring many
sacrificial personal donations to keep it running.

Sadness tempered by incredible Local Generosity
We were very fortunate in that a generous local businessman, answered the call of one of the
youth leaders towards the end of 2010 and donated a significant refurbishment to the youth centre
– including a heating and air conditioning system, so that the young people could have
somewhere that wasn’t freezing cold in which to meet.
As the Pear Tree continued to limp along, it became apparent by April of 2011 that it could not
continue in the same way as it was losing far too much money as the customers were staying away.
Reluctantly at the end of April 2011, the Pear Tree closed down and we had to let the staff go.
Again - that same local businessman asked us if we would like to continue the venture if we had his
help to effect a full refurbishment and to take the whole venture completely up-market so that it
would actually attract customers and meet its social objectives as well as paying its bills.
This meant a complete change, root and branch and finding new staff who would work in new
ways to effect the transformation being offered.
Put simply, we could not simply just keep the youth club section, as there was no cash generation
“engine” to pay its bills, hence we were about to lose everything.
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We accepted the generous gift and at the same time, a highly professional café manageress
came to see us and offered to help us to re-build the business from scratch !

Re-Birth as Coffee Etc …
The refurbishment lasted from the 23rd May 2011 to the “quiet opening” on 13th July 2011 – the
changes were massive, the look and “feel” of the Café was totally different.

Figure 1: Interior and Exterior Views of the Refurbished Community Café

It is bright, clean and professionally styled, with a complete change of management, a very willing
workforce and an incredibly understanding and supportive landlord.
We were also fortunate enough to discover a local coffee bean supplier (RiJo42 of Westhoughton,
near Wigan) who also supplied us with a top of the range fully automatic bean to cup machine at
an incredible discount, a fresh orange squeezing machine, a smoothie blender and hot chocolate
dispenser on loan to help us re-launch.
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What does it all mean ?
Well, thankfully it means that the Social Enterprise (Third Way Community Interest Company) stayed
in business (just), and the youth and community services continued through 2011 and into 2012.
We hope to establish a friendly community space, where the provision of high quality food and
drink can provide the much needed finances not only to pay the bills but to re-invest in the local
youth work (Parbold Youth Club – who are supported by the Social Enterprise) and other charities in
the UK and overseas.

What of the future ?
Our hope is that we can do the refurbishment justice and give this community a space that it can
be proud of. A space that also helps people, becomes not only a meeting place, but an
information point and continues to be the home of the Youth Club.
We are still on the journey and as we did last year, would encourage all who read this to check out
a book called “Love Wins” by that well known funny and gifted communicator Rob Bell
Here’s hoping for an amazing 2012 …..
Thank you for taking the time to read this

Tim & Alison Cornah (01257) 464129

pyc youth services (Parbold Youth Club)
c/o 12 Alderbrook Drive, Parbold, Lancashire, WN8 7HF
Tel: 01257 464129 Fax: 01257 463552 Mobile: 07976 444238
Email: enquiries@pycyouthservices.org
Web: www.pycyouthservices.org and www.3rd-way.com
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